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REVIEWS AND CRITICISMS
THE UNSOUND MIND AND THE LAW. A Presentation of Forensic
Psychiatry by George W. Jacoby. Funk & Wagnalls Company. New York and London. 1918. Pp. 438. $3.00.
To say of any unusual book that it "fills a long-felt want" borders on insult. A community is never really aware of its intellectual or
social needs. The constructive thinker is always ahead of his age; he
feels the want long before his fellow-men perceive it, and, when his
book appears, people are surprised, not because it has been written at
last, but because it has never been written before. Dr. Jacoby's book
is of this type. One welcomes it with contentment, mingled with
wonder that the latent need for it has not long since called it into
being. A book of this kind cannot be classed among the "long felt
wants," because books, which fill lacunae, already "felt" by everyone,
can be nothing more than mediocre compilations.
The title itself, as well as the name of the author, leads us to
expect valuable things. Dr. Jacoby's "Leit-Motif," or Motto, is found
on page 175, where he writes:
"The forensic psychiatrist . . . should be able to comprehend
all possible phases of another person's mind and to place himself in
all possible situations of daily life."
This promises us absolute fairness, or a whole-hearted attempt at
it, while the title and the author's name (the name of a forensic psychiatrist who has had a medicolegal experience second to no other)
promises us not only that impartiality, suggested by the Leit-Motif
already quoted, but something rarer still-a clean-cut catholicity and
completeness in the discussibn of all the complex subjects involved.
Above all, a new and well-founded dissertation on the mooted question
of legal responsibility. For the man, who possesses both the knowledge and the ability, necessary for an analysis of the old outworn ideas
of responsibility and for the building up of a sounder, more adequate
conception, has been looked for among medicolegal writers during
many weary years of constantly disappointed expectation.
These are some of the valuable things that one expects. And in
all fairness, it must be said that Dr. Jacoby gives us a great many
of them. The actual content of the book begins with the "General
Relations between Psychiatry and Jurisprudece." A discussion of
"Mental Disorder and Responsibility" follows. Then comes the more
practical part of the book: "Examination of the Insane," "Psychiatric
Expertism" in detail, with a description of the various types of psychopathic disorder, ending 'with a chapter on "Special Anomalies," chiefly
those of a sexual origin. The book ends with a number of expert
reports, given by a supposititious examining psychiatrist on certain
selected types of mental cases. Especially valuable are the chapters
on the "Exogenous Causes of Mental Disease" (pages 75 ff) and the
"Physiologic-Psychologic Basis of Responsbility," as well as the discussion of Paranoia.
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But even in such a book as this, there are statements that may
fairly be questioned without captious criticism. In some chapters, it
seems as if the author had stopped adding to the fund of his knowledge on certain subjects some ten years ago. One scarcely speaks of
Katatonia as a separate disease entity nowadays. And the diagnostic
value, attributed by the author to the Abderhalden reaction cannot
in any sense be accepted. Recent laboratory results forbid. Several
series of "Abderhaldens" (one hundred in each series), made at the
Phipps Psychiatric Clinic by Dr. Francis L. Dunham of the clinical
staff, have shown how practically useless the reaction is in the diagnosis
of Schizophrenia.
This leads one to record a few really serious omissions.
Kraft Ebbing's classic "Psychopathia Sexualis" did not reach its
final edition in 1894, the last edition cited by Dr. Jacoby. And the
conclusions, contained in later revised editions, differ, often materially,
from those of the earlier reprints.
No discussion of Dementia Praecox or Schizophrenia is at all
complete without at least some mention of Bleuler's great book on the
subject. It is strange not to find it either in index or bibliography.
Strange, also, in the chapter on Homosexuality, that no mention is
made of Dr. Magnus Hirschfeld or of all the scientific investigations
on this subject that are associated with him and his colleagues in
Berlin.
Strangest of all is it to find, in the entire book, not even a passing
reference to Sigsmund Freud. One may not approve of Professor
Freud; one may have a violent and stormy mental reaction even to the
five letters of his name. But nevertheless, his influence cannot be
ignored. And, since his appearance, psychiatry has gained so many
new viewpoints, so much new technical .machinery of idea and language, that to omit him altogether in such a book as this one of Dr.
Jacoby's is worse than playing Hamlet with Hamlet left out. It is
like Hamlet, with the complete omission of William Shakespeare.
And Dr. Jacoby omits" Freud so thoroughly that there is not even a
letter "F" in his index.
The discussion of the Drug Addictions is also incomplete. This
may justly be deplored. The increasing use of drugs among the noncriminal classes and the making of criminals out of former noncriminal drug users by means of new experiments in legislation, surely
make it advisable to give this subject the consideration that it deserves
-and needs-needs badly, and never more than now.
Finally-and this is of course frankly to be condoned in a book,
written probably at odd times, by an immensely busy man, whose daily
activities are of much more value to the community than many books
-there is- the faulty English of misprint and careless construction.
Misprints or the omissions of words, that make sentences not understandable. A misuse of common expressions, unfortunately commonly misused by nearly everyone. And an occasionally involved
style, that does not help tookeep clear a train of thought that is, to the
average reader, already difficult enough to follow. "Medical English"
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is, I know, a law unto itself. But there can be no reason why medical
habits of clear and logical thought should not go hand in hand with
habits of clear and logical expression, not in Americanized or Teutonized English, but in the "King's English," which is still, I think, the
standard to which most of us strive to attain.
But it is ungracious to point out these few flaws in a work that
is in itself so valuable and so well worth reading more than once.
After all, if one dares to criticize in any way, it is only because one
expects so much of Dr. Jacoby; because flaws, omissions ana mistakes
show up more clearly in his work than they would in the work of a
lesser craftsman. It is Dr. Jacoby's own fault, if he is so highly
esteemed and so universally beloved, that we set for him a standard,
of which he himself sometimes falls short.
JOHN R. OLIVER.
Baltimore.
"PERSONAL IDENTIFICATION." By Wilder and Wentworth. Richard
G. Badger, The Gorham Press, Boston, 1918. Pp. 373. $5.00.
There is now and then a, book printed which at once takes its
permanent place in literature; this book on Personal Identification is
such a book. It is the work mainly of Dr. Harris Hawthorne Wilder,
Professor of Zoology in Smith College, who for many years has been
able to get the charming Smith girls intensely interested in worms,
bones, skulls, mice and guinea pigs. This is certainly a measure of his
power. This book has been invested with the same interest, although
the subject itself is a most interesting one.
The act of identifying things is a universal phase of education of
every human being. The factulty is developed from earliest youth,
but with most of us it remains to the end an empirical and more or
less shallow study, possible sources of error are not considered, and
the underlying principles of the subject receive little attention. This
book treats the subject of personal identification from the standpoint
of the scientist, who first develops the principles applying to the question and then applies the principles to the problem in hand.
Professor Wilder has given long and careful study to the question
of identifying human beings by an examination of impressions made
from the sole of the foot. This is almost, if not quite, new territory
which has been most carefully and laboriously explored; he has made
foot prints across a new field. From the date of the publication of
this book, "Foot Prints" as a means of identification will have a new
significance. Interesting studies in identification also extend into.the
field of Habits, Gait, Accomplishments, Voice, Handwriting, Preferences, Finger Prints, and other qualities, attributes characteristics and
indicia, by which the human family may be described and identified.
Professor Wilder even goes into the question of the identification of
"Fragmentary, Decomposed and Dried Remains" and the identification
of bones and teeth, and he gives a chapter to the identification of the
skull and the physical restoration of the face upon the bones.
The book discusses from a scientific standpoint, and in the most
thorough manner, the identification of finger prints and the various
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means of illustration, as well as the whole history of the subject. This
book is a distinct contribution to this most important question which
is discussed, not only from the standpoint of the practical application
of the subject, but the question is considered throughout by a careful,
trained, scientific observer who does not forget at any point to bring
out the basic principles underlying the subject. In this particular the
book is in violent contrast with some other books on the same subject,
prepared by those who have studied the subject only in an empirical
way and who are totally disqualified to discuss the scientific principles on which the theory of identification of any kind is based.
The work contains 150 most interesting and helpful illustrations;
it is dedicated to Sir Edward Richard Henry, of Scotland Yard, London, whose portrait also appears. The frontispiece of the book is a
most fascinating foot print (perhaps of a Smith College girl!) showing in one impression the thousands of identifying characteristics in
a "Wilder Foot Print."
New York City.
ALBERT S. OSBORN.
ELEVENTi ANNUAL REPORT OF THE NEW YORK STATE PROBATION
COMMISSION FOR THE YEAR 1917. Albany. Pp. 603.

The Report is a well edited volume of 600 pages, the work of
Charles L. Chute, Secretary of the Commission, Albany, N. Y. Being
written while this country was at war, stress is laid on the part probation officers played in the preventive and protective service to which
the war inspired all of us. Probation work was not let down, but was
rather stimulated by the war activities.
The Report indicates the great value of a state probation commission, which can take stock of present work done both at home and in
other states, and which can standardize, in a great measure, the work
throughout the state, stressing needs and shortcomings, offering counsel and assistance to new officers, and offering to all officers light on
ever changing problems.
The report of the work of the commission, which covers the first
60 pages, is graphically illustrated by charts, showing from what courts
probationers have come, the increase in the use of probation, the increase in the number of salaried probation officers, the charges on
which persons put on probation were arraigned and the apparent results of probation. The report points out the decrease in the prison
population of New York State, and the deteriorating quality, both
mentally and morally of those committed; indicating that the probation system is weeding out the normal and reclaimable type of offender,
and is saving him from the stigma of imprisonment.
In addition to the usual report of the work of the commission,
the volume contains the report of a committee appointed by the com-'
mission to study methods of supervising probationers. The report of
this committee is a real contribution to the literature of the subject
and is well worth the study of all who are engaged in probation work.
This report states the general problem and then gives an analysis of
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probation methods in New York State and in other states, together
with the conclusions and recommendations of the committee.
The appendix which comprises two-thirds of the volume contains statistics of the commission for the year ending June 30, 1917;
the proceedings of the Tenth Annual Conference of Probation Officers
of New York State, giving in full the discussions on current probation
problems; and a directory of probation officers in New York State.
The report of the commission may well be used as a text-book
for probation officers both in New York State and in other states.
Chicago.
JOSEPH L. Moss.
MANUAL

FOR PROBATION

OFFICERS

IN

NEW YbRK

STATE.

Second

Edition. Revised, 1918. Prepared by the State Probation
Commission, Albany, N. Y. J. B. Lyon Company, Printers.
Pp. 343.
On page 137 of this report the statement is made: "Inasmuch as
there may be as many kinds of probation as there are courts using
probation, the State Probation Commissiofi aims to co-ordinate the
probation work of all courts so that each one may benefit from the
experiences of others." The Manual for Probation Officers is one
method which the State Commission has used to establish a minimum
standard of efficiency in all the courts using probation. It is an excellent piece of work. It is impossible to summarize its contents as it
is enclyclopwdic in what it covers. But even though it does cover
so much, words are not wasted. Each subject is treated briefly and
clearly. It cannot help but have i large influence in standardizing
probation work in the Empire State.
The two most practical chapters are those which deal with the
duties, powers and methods of probation officers, and procedure during probation, and the one on records, reports, forms, accounts and
statistics. The former chapter treats each subject in a concise manner
and cites the law covering each point. These citations make the
chapter infinitely more valuable to those who use the book. An excellent set of record and report forms are printed in the Manual with
the statement that the State Probation Commission will install them
free of charge in any court. There could be no better way of establishing a uniform system of forms throughout the state. The Manual
is invaluable to New York probation officers and of great service to
all others. Similar manuals should be published in every state. The
excellence of this book is a strong argument for state probation commissions in states where they do not as yet exist.
Chicago.
JOEL D. HUNTER.
REPORT

COURT, CITY OF NEW YORK.
By
Edwin J. Cooley. 1917-1918. Pp. 106.
This comprehensive report by the chief probation officer, Edwin
J. Cooley, contains suggestive material for probation work in all
cities One is impressed by the fact that of the 204,685 persons arOF THE MAGISTRATES'
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raigned in the City Magistrates' Courts in one year, 3.7%, or 5,288,
were placed on probation; and that to handle the immense amount of
work entailed by this number of cases, only 42 probation officers are
available. Indeed, there has been no increase in the staff since 1912.
That so large a number of persons as 68.5% males and 74.4% females
were discharged with improvement seems almost incredible, considering the volume of work to be done. This well presented report should
be a strong argument for an immediate large increase in the staff.
Mr. Cooley points out the fact, already being recognized in other
courts, that specialization of work is an aid to efficiency. A great deal
of the time, possibly more than half, of the officers is used in making preliminary investigations on cases that are pending. This work
must be well and quickly done, and to supervise probationers and
also to make these urgent investigations means that one or the other
will be slighted.
In the case of probationers, Mr. Cooley emphasizes the need,
first, of a constructive plan covering home surroundings, work, companions, recreation and religious interests. He states that with the
pressure of work now falling on officers there is not the least possibility of diagnosing individual problems or planning to meet them.
Second, he calls attention to the need of co-operation with existing
agencies in an effort to carry out this plan, once made. All through
the report the importance of proper contracts with other agencies -is
brought out, in an effort to gain real results. Third, he brings out
the necessity of keeping in touch with probationers, not only by office
reporting, but by home visits. The latter is important as office reporting "is liable to degenerate into mere formality." During 1917 the
highest average home visits to a probationer was seven. Mr. Cooley
states in this connection that such a few visits will badly "effect the
required reformation." Fourth, he insists that in cases where the
probationer disregards his probation, he must be promptly brought in
for violation. This last is essential if probation work is to have the
proper standing in the community.
Mr. Cooley recognizes that the success of probation work depends
on the persons doing it. He has tried during the year to improve the
work of his officers by better supervision of their work, more careful planning of time and districting, standardizing of reports and
records, conferences addressed by persons qualified to give valuable
suggestions, and by sending officers to state and national conferences
of various kinds.
During the year Mr. Cooley directed his attention chiefly to a
study of the entire field, collecting of statistics, revising of the record
system, and a campaign for an increased staff. This last, most unfortunately, failed of its purpose, for it was well planned and carried
out, and certainly deserved success. The way it was carried on is
suggestive to other probation departments looking for an increase in
the number of its officers.
He outlines a plan for the coming year covering a system of
publicity, a survey of the results of probation, a central bureau of
records, as well as such constructive matters concerning probationers
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as proper physical and mental tests, better ways of securing employment, and better co-operation with public and private agencies.
One is chiefly impressed in studying this report with the impossible
task assigned to Mr. Cooley, and his inadequate staff, and with the
fact that in the midst of such unusual discouragements a great deal of
constructive work is being done. One feels that this should in time
impress the public with its value to the community and with the need
of greatly increasing its possible efficiency.
HELEN MABEL JEWELL.
Chicago Juvenile Court.
A Study of the
Provisions for Dealing with Mental Problems in Cook
County, Illinois. Report of Survey, 1916-17. Prepared by
Herman M. -Adler, M. D., The National Committee for
Mental Hygiene, Inc., 50 Union Square, New York, 1918.
Pp. 224.
This is a report of a survey of Cook County made under the
auspices of the National Committee for Mental Hygiene. Dr. Adler,
in making this survey, has made no attempt to determine the number
or percentage of mentally defective persons in Cook County who need
attention. It is unnecessary to do so. His problem has been, rather,
to determine what facilities are offered within the county, and particularly within the City of Chicago, for dealing with the feeble-minded
and other mentally defective persons. To this end Dr. Adler describes
such institutions as the following and offers in most instances helpful
criticisms: The Chicago Psychopathic Hospital; the Cook County
Jail; the Chicago and Cook County School for Boys; St. Charles
School for Boys; State Training School for Girls; House of the Good
Shepherd; Lincoln State School and Colony; such public non-institutional agencies as the courts, the Board of Education, and the Cook
County Bureau of Social Service; private non-institutional agencies
such as the Psychopathic Laboratory of the University of Chicago; the
Illinois Society for Mental Hygiene, etc.
The volume contains three appendices: (1) Legislation for the
Insane in Massachusetts with Particular Reference to the Voluntary
Admission and Temporary Care Laws; (2) laws relating to Insane
Persons and other Classes under the Supervision of the Massachusetts Commission on Mental Diseases; (3) the Insanity Law of New
York State.
Northwestern University.
ROBERT H. GAULT.
COOK COUNTY AND THE MENTALLY HANDICAPPED.

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED
"Social Process." By Charles Horton Cooley. Chas. Scribner's
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Nervous and Mental Disease Publication Co., New York, 1918. Pp.
160. $1.50.
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